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SLway  we  Qo. . . 

to  the  Spring  Shows! 


X 


Show  Calendar 

Coin  show  chairmen  are  invited  to  send  announcements  of  upcoming  coin  shows  in 
the  Wisconsin  area.  Our  Calendar  will  assist  collectors  and  dealers  in  planning 
their  show  attendance  and  avoid  date  conflicts.  Dates  will  be  listed  up  to  12 
months  in  advance.  Please  include: 

Official  name  of  show; 

Location  where  the  show  will  be  held,  including  dates  and  times;  and 
Show  or  Bourse  Chairman's  name,  address  and  phone  number. 

Send  information  to  Ruth  Ann  Phillips,  3329  Wells  Avenue,  Madison,  WI  53714. 


GREEN  BAY,  WI  - MARCH  10,  1996 

Hie  Nicolet  Coin  Club's  Annual  Spring  Show.  Comfort  Suite/Rock  Garden,  1951 
Bond  Street,  Green  Bay,  WI.  Chairman:  Roger  A.  Bohn,  1345  Ponderosa  Avenue, 
Green  Bay,  WI  54313. 


BARABOO,  WI  - MARCH  17,  1996 

Bar  a boo  Coin  Club's  FIRST  Spring  Show.  Masonic  Temple,  108  2nd  Avenue, 
(Business  Highway  12).  TIME:  9-4.  Chairman:  Mike  Rothe,  S 3921  Highway  12, 
Baraboo,  WI  53913.  (AUCTION  - March  16th,  7 PM  to  9 PM  - Masonic  Temple). 


CHICAGO,  IL  - MARCH  29-31,  1996 

Chicago  International  Coin  Fair  '96.  Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers , 301 
E.  North  Water  St.,  Chicago,  IL.  Chairman:  Kevin  Foley,  P.O.  Box  573, 
Milwaukee,  WI  53201. 

APPLETON,  WI  - MARCH  31,  1996 

Pox  Valley  Gain  Club's  41st  Annual  Spring  Show.  Holiday  Inn,  Garner  Hwy  41 
and  West  College  Ave. , Appleton,  WI.  Chairman:  James  Bayer,  P.O.  Box  1981, 
Appleton,  WI  54913. 
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RAMBLINGS. . . 

Tiie  Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club 
will  host  the  1996  NOW  Convention 
early  this  fall  in  Wausau.  Tne  date 
will  be  published  in  the  next 
(summer)  issue  of  N<1W  News.  We  hope 
to  avoid  a conflict  with  a Green  Bay 
Packer  game  - The  NFL  schedule  won't 
be  released  until  April.  Also  a 
late  September  or  early  October  show 
would  make  a great  fall  color  trip 
to  the  North  Woods. 

There  will  be  a NOW  Board 
Meeting  at  the  Milwaukee  South  Shore 
Coin  Club  Show  at  MECCA  on  Saturday 
April  20th  at  2 PM.  Election  of 
Officer  Ballots  will  be  counted  and 
results  announced  at  this  meeting. 
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Lee  Hartz  reports  that  the  Boy 
Scout  Coin  Collecting  Merit  Badge 
Clinic  will  be  held  Saturday  Morning 
at  the  South  Shore  Show.  This 
clinic  is  an  excellent  way  to  plant 
seed  for  possible  future 
Numismatists ! 

HAPPY  COLLECTING! 

Tom  Fruit 
NOW  President 

★ Jr********************************** 

NOW  BOARD  MEETING 

Saturday,  April  20th,  at  2 PM  at  the 
South  Shore  Coin  Show  at  MECCA. 
Milwaukee,  WI. 

************************************ 


************************************ 


COLLECTOR  NEEDS  KEG  & CASE  TOKENS. 

I PAY  WELL  Em  THESE  ELUSIVE  MID- 
WEST ITEMS.  NEED  EMERALD,  FOX  LAKE, 
JANESVILLE,  MONROE,  AND  MANY  OTHERS, 
IL,  WI,  MN,  IA. 

Mike  O'Brien,  215  Meadowlark, 
Sandwich,  IL  60548.  Phone  815- 
498-9898,  FAX  815-498-1002. 

**  $50.00  minimum  for  ones  needed  ** 


by  Ron  Calkins 

NOW  Members  Ore  Unique... 

Many  of  them  have  dual  interests...  some 
collect  (or  used  to  collect)  tokens, 
pinbacks,  postcards  or  STAMPS  in 
addition  to  coins.  We  received  many  dues 
and  ballot  envelopes  loaded  with  stamps  - 
they  were  real  artistic  beauties  — 1<t, 
3<t  and  4<t  stamps  --  and  even  a 29<t  one 
got  thru.  We  received  28  varieties  of  the 
current  32<t  stamp.  Our  local  post- 
master even  commented  on  them.  We 
saved  a lot  of  these  special  stamps  for  the 
kids  at  school. 

Rlmost  Missed  Va 

Thirty  six  members  almost  didn’t 
receive  this  issue  of  NOW  News  because 
our  request  not  to  put  ballots  and  dues  in 
the  same  envelope  was  overlooked  or 
ignored.  Ballots  will  not  be  counted  until 
mid-April  when  the  Board  meets  in 
Milwaukee.  When  we  discovered  what 
was  happening,  we  got  permission  to  open 
some  of  the  “fat”  envelopes  that  were 
marked  “Ballot”  and  sure  enough,  there 
were  your  dues.  We  hope  we  got  them  all. 

Dues 

Occasionally  we  still  get  inquiries  about 
Junior  Memberships.  These  were  dis- 
continued several  years  ago  —Member- 
ships for  all  individuals,  young  and  old, 
are  $5.  Life  Memberships  are  $100. 

Checks  & Letters 

Bill  Brandimore’s  article  on  collecting 
old  checks  published  in  the  Fall  1995 
issue  generated  more  interest  that  I can 
remember.  A number  of  follow-up 
letters  were  received  and  were  forwarded 
on  to  Bill. 


Spring  Shows  Right  Around  the 
Corner. . Many  of  us  have  had  an  attack 
of  “Cabin  Fever”  this  winter.  Maybe  you 
were  lucky  enough  to  spend  a few  weeks 

in  Florida,  Texas  or  California or 

maybe  you  attended  the  February  show  in 
Racine.  If  not,  the  Fox  Valley  Coin  Show 
is  coming  up  real  soon  followed  by  the 
Madison  and  Chippewa  Valley  Coin  Shows. 
We’re  going  to  try  to  attend  a few,  if 
we’re  not  busy  baby-sitting  again. 
(Aren’t  grand  kids  great!) 

NOW  Board  Will  Meet  — For  the  past 
few  years,  our  annual  NOW  show  had 
been  held  early  spring.  This  year, 
however,  the  convention  will  be  held 
later  than  usual  and  for  this  reason  the 
Board  of  Directors  will  hold  an  interim 
meeting  on  April  20th  during  the  South 
Shore  Coin  Club’s  33rd  annual  show  at 
the  Mecca  in  Milwaukee.  Ballots  will  be 
opened  and  counted  and  the  Board  will  be 
updated  on  plans  for  the  1 996  NOW 
annual  convention. 

“History  in  Your  Hands” 

We  just  finished  reviewing  ANA’s  new 
video  “History  in  Your  Hands”.  . James 
Earl  Jones  narrates  this  excellent  30- 
minute  video  on  coin  collecting,  guiding 
us  thru  a numismatic  history  lesson 
illustrating  the  coins  & lines  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Julius  Caesar,  Alexander  the 
Great  and  Abe  Lincoln,  Hercules  and 
Daniel  Boon.  Numismatic  News  and  Coin 
World  has  purchased  hundreds  of  copies 
to  donate  to  local  libraries.  Clubs  or 
groups  may  purchase  a quantity  of  these 
tapes  to  donate  to  schools  and  libraries  by 
contacting  Rudy  Bahr  at  ANA  (719-632- 
2646). 


HNR  Is  on  the  Internet  v 

If  someone  in  your  club  has  access  to  the 
Webb,  you  might  want  to  check  it  out  to 
see  if  your  club’s  listing  is  up  to  date. 
Web  site  - http://www.money.org. 

Editor’s  Lament 

Getting  out  a publication  has  its 
problems.  If  we  print  jokes,  some 
readers  call  it  kid’s  stuff.  If  we  don’t, 
others  say  we  tend  to  be  too  serious  and 
technical. 

If  we  don’t  print  every  word  of  every 
contribution,  we  don’t  appreciate  them. 

If  we  run  them  verbatim,  the  paper  is 
filled  with  “junk”. 

If  we  change  the  other  fellow’s  copy, 
we’re  too  critical.  If  we  don’t,  we  are 
reproved  for  slipshod  editing. 

If  we  clip  items  from  other  publications, 
we’re  too  lazy  to  write  them  ourselves. 
Like  as  not,  you’ll  even  say  we  borrowed 
this  one....  You’re  absolutely  right.  We 
did! 

Special  Honors 

Two  very  special,  long-time  NOW 
members  were  recently  recognized  by 
NOW  officers.  Daisy  and  Virgil  Jackson, 
of  Beaver  Dam,  were  presented  with 
“Honorarium  Life  Memberships”  for 
their  many  years  of  supporting  NOW  and 
the  hobby  of  numismatics. 

Daisy  has  many  prize-winning  exhibits 
including  her  Communion  Tokens  and 
“Our  Good  Neighbor  of  the  North”  which 
won  awards  in  Corpus  Christi  & San 
Antonio,  Iowa  and  Wisconsin. 

During  the  early  1960’s  I recall  Virgil 
collected  and  exhibited  paper  money,  odd 


& curious,  among  others.  In  1972 
Virgil  served  on  NOW’s  Board  of 
Governor’s  and  his  efforts  resulted  in 
NOW  becoming  incorporated  under 
Wisconsin  laws. 

For  many  years,  the  Jacksons  were 
active  members  of  the  Madison  Coin  Club 
and  we  always  looked  forward  to  Virgil’s 
“pickled  eggs”  at  our  annual  picnic. 

They  were  also  active  members  of  the 
Beaver  Dam  Coin  Club. 

Virgil's  and  Daisy  no  longer  exhibit  at 
coin  shows  and  last  fall  generously 
donated  several  of  their  fine  exhibits  to 
NOW.  On  behalf  of  the  Board  and 
officers,  we  thank  them  for  their 
continued  support  of  Numismatists  of 
Wisconsin. 

Krause  Receiues  Rutomotiue 
History  Ruiard 

Chet  Krause,  one  of  the  founders  of  NOW 
(Life  Member  #1)  recently  received  his 
second  major  award  in  1995  from  the 
old-car  hobby  when  he  received  the 
Friend  of  Automotive  History  Award  from 
the  Society  of  Automotive  Historians. 
Krause  is  the  first  major  publisher  to 
receive  this  honor.  It  was  presented  at 
the  organization’s  annual  meeting  and 
awards  banquet  at  Hershey  Pennsylvania. 
The  Friend  of  Automotive  History  Award 
is  the  society’s  “most  prestigious 
prize.”  It  recognizes  a life’s  work  rather 
than  one  shining  moment.  It  was  in  April 
that  Chet  was  presented  the  first 
Meguiar’s  Award  when  he  was  named  the 
“Collector  Car  Hobby’s  Person  of  the 
Year.”  (Meguiar  is  a major  automotive 
wax  company).  Chet  entered  the 
publishing  business  in  1952  with 
Numismatic  News  and  started  “Old  Cars” 
in  1971. 
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UanRyzin  is  Recognized... 

NOW  Board  member,  Bob  VanRyzin,  is 
Numismatic  division  editor  for  Krause 
Publications.  Bob  loves  the  challenge  of 
researching  numismatic  subjects,  which 
is  evident  in  his  new  book  “Twisted  Tails: 
Sifted  Fact,  Fantasy  and  Fiction  from  U.S. 
Coin  Flistory.”  The  book  focuses  on  many 
ill-based  rumors  and  fiction  that  have 
long  circulated  in  the  coin  collecting 
hobby. 

Bob  is  particularly  proud  of  his  chapters 
on  the  Indian  Head  nickel,  in  which  he 
discusses  the  myths  regarding  the 
identity  of  one  of  the  models  for  the 
Indian  on  the  coin’s  obverse  as  well  as 
the  identity  and  home  of  the  bison  on  the 
coin’s  reverse.  He  also  enjoyed  the 
research  for  the  Selma  Burke  feature 
from  the  book,  which  discusses  the 
possibility  that  Burke,  and  not  former 
Mint  chief  engraver,  John  R.  Sinnock, 
designed  the  Roosevelt  dime. 

Bob’s  interest  in  collecting  coins  began 
over  20  years  ago.  He  had  some  old  coins 
from  his  childhood  and  a silver  dollar 
from  his  grandfather  and  it  was  that  time 
he  picked  up  his  first  coins  price  guide. 

He  never  looked  back  again! 

His  current  collection  deals  mainly  with 
Oshkosh  Civil  War  tokens  and  has 
obtained  1 7 of  the  nearly  40  varieties  of 
tokens.  In  addition  to  the  publication  of 
his  new  book,  in  1995  Bob  was  one  of  the 
recipients  of  the  prestigious  Glenn 
Smedley  Memorial  Award,  given  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  which 
recognizes  outstanding  contributions  and 
dedicated  service  to  the  ANA  in  the  spirit 
of  the  late  Glenn  B.  Smedley. 

Bob  was  recently  profiled  in  KP  Contact  - inside 
Krause  Publications. 


Neui  $100  Bill 

Have  you  received  your  new  $100  bill 
which  the  Treasury  Department  started 
to  circulate  in  February?  The  bill  is 
designed  to  defeat  counterfeiters. 

Changes  in  the  bill  include: 

• Shift  of  the  portrait  to  the  left  to 
accommodate  a watermark  at  the  right. 

• A change  in  the  serial  numbers,  starting 
with  2 letters  of  the  alphabet,  followed 
by  8 numerals  and  a 1 -letter  suffix. 

• Replacement  of  the  seals  of  the  individual 
1 2 district  banks  with  the  seal  of  the 
Federal  Reserve  System.  The  bank  for 
which  the  bills  are  produced  and  issued 
will  still  be  identified  by  the  second  letter 
of  the  prefix  to  the  serial  number. 

• The  location  of  the  vertical  security 
strip,  visible  by  holding  a note  against 
light  and  introduced  in  1991  with  Series 
1990  $100s,  will  be  different  for  each  of 
the  denominations. 

• Color-shifting  ink  that  shows  as  black  or 
green  depending  on  the  angle  of  view  will 
be  used  on  the  numeral  in  the  lower  right 
hand  corner. 

• The  numeral  in  the  lower  left  hand  corner 
will  incorporate  microprinting,  which 
appears  as  a thin  line  to  the  naked  eye, 
but  reads  repeatedly  “USA  100”  under 
magnification. 

• The  background  of  the  Franklin  portrait 
and  of  the  picture  of  Independence  Hall  on 
the  back  will  use  a technique  called 
concentric  fine-line  printing,  which  is 
difficult  to  resolve  properly  on  scanners 
and  to  reproduce  by  other  printing  means. 
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"O  8r  C"  Tidbits 

by  Phyllis  Calkins 


The  Odd  & Curious  collector  cares  little 
for  standard  coins;  they  are  more 
interested  in  uniqueness  and  perfection  of 
unusual  items  that  are  traded  or  used  as  a 
medium  of  exchange.  If  he  finds  a pair  of 
matched  walrus  tusks  in  perfect 
condition,  he  may  part  with  the  mortgage 
money  to  acquire  them. 

In  primitive  areas  of  the  world,  teeth, 
tusks  and  shells  served  as  money  for 
many  years.  They  were  available, 
ornamental,  durable  and  teeth  and  shells 
could  be  carried  easily. 

In  the  Katanga  area  of  the  Congo,  native 
money  is  likely  to  be  Baluba  crosses. 

They  are  simply  copper  “X”s,  cast  in 
mounds  thumbed  into  sand.  In  1961, 
when  Katanga  produced  coins  of  its  own, 
they  carried  a Baluba  cross  design. 


Sign  up  a Friend 


TYPO. 


The  typographic  error 

is  a slippery  thing  and  sly; 

You  can  hunt  'till  you  are  dizzy, 
but  it  somehow  will  get  by. 

'Till  the  forms  are  off  the  presses, 
it  is  strange  how  still  it  keeps; 

It  shrinks  down  in  a corner , 
and  it  never  stirs  or  peeps. 

Ihe  typographic  error, 

too  small  for  human  eyes; 

"Till  the  ink  is  on  the  paper, 
when  it  grows  to  mountain  size. 

The  remainder  of  the  issue, 
may  be  clean  as  clean  can  be; 

But  that  typographic  error, 

is  the  only  thing  readers  sea. 

(compliments  of  Joy  Parrish) 

FROM:  "Timber  Lines"  March  1996. 


Announcing 

December  9,  1996 

Dear  Numismatic  Editor: 

In  its  efforts  to  offer  readers  of  Hie  Numismatist  - the  official  journal  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  (ANA)  -the  best  in  hobby-related 
information,  the  ANA  Publications  Department  seeks  you  literary 
contributions.  By  submitting  noteworthy  articles  from  your  organizations ' s 
journal  or  newsletter  for  possible  reprint  in  The  Numismatist,  not  only  will 
you  help  educate  collectors  about  your  specialized  area  of  numismatics,  but 
you  also  will  spread  the  word  of  your  organization  to  our  24,000  readers 
across  the  country  and  around  the  world. 

Articles  accepted  for  reprint  will  be  duly  credited  and  will  include  your 
oranization ' s mailing  address.  Authors  will  receive  The  Numismatist ' s 
standard  compensation  ($2.75  per  published  inch  of  text,  plus  $2.50  per 
usable  photograph) . I have  enclosed  a copy  of  our  official  author 
guidelines  for  your  information.  As  is  our  policy,  all  submissions  will  be 
reviewed  by  our  contributing  editors  for  accuracy  and  suitability. 
Particularly  desirable  are  studies  of  United  States  coins  (new  research  or 
innovative  overviews  of  existing  information) ; "how  to"  approaches  to 
collecting;  and  introductions  to  different  facets  of  numismatics. 

When  submitting  an  article  for  consideration,  please  include  the  name,  date, 
volume,  number  and  publisher  of  the  publication  in  which  it  originally 
appeared.  Also,  please  attach  a brief  biography  (100  words  or  less)  of  the 
author,  as  well  as  his/her  address  and  daytime  telephone  number.  Send 
articles  to:  Editor,  The  Numismatist,  818  North  Cascase  Avenue,  Colorado 

Springs,  CO  80903-3279. 

I look  forward  to  hearing  from  you.  Should  you  have  questions  or 
comments,  please  feel  free  to  contact  me  at  the  above  address,  or  call  1- 
800-367-9723. 

Regards, 

Barbara  Greogy,  Editor /Publisher,  THE  NUMISMATIST 
************************** 

IF  ANY  OF  OUR  PAST  AUTHORS  WOULD  LIKE  ME  TO  SUBMIT  THEIR  ARTICLE,  PT.F-A.qF. 
LET  ME  KNOW  AND  I WILL  TAKE  CARE  OF  IT. 


Ruth  Ann  Phillips,  EDITOR 


Money 
_==  in  my 

O^Kitchen 


By  Phyllis  Calkins,  WNWA 

My  interest  in  Odd  & Curious  money 
began  during  NOW's  infancy.  After  a lot 
of  research,  I prepared  my  first  exhibit, 
a single  case  entitled  “World  Money  In 
Your  Kitchen”  displaying  food  samples 
which  where  used  as  money.  This  exhibit 
had  little  or  no  value,  but  became  a 
prize-winner  at  Green  Bay  because  of  its 
numismatic  and  educational  information. 

Money  is  generally  in  the  form  of  bills 
and  coins,  however,  when  people  are 
self-sufficient  there  is  no  need  for 
money  and  people  exchange  something 
they  own  for  something  someone  else  has 
- this  is  called  “Barter”. 

Picture  yourself  far  from  civilization 
with  a pocket  full  of  bills.  Could  you 
satisfy  your  thirst  because  you  had 
money?  Would  your  money  feed  and 
protect  you?  Suppose  a native  discovers 
you  - you  could  offer  your  bills  for  his 
help,  but  he  has  no  use  for  your 
currency,  however,  he  admires  your 
pocket  knife.  For  it,  he  helps  you  find 
food  and  water.  The  knife  served  as 
money...  it  was  a medium  of  exchange  and 
a means  by  which  you  obtained  what  you 
needed.  Bride  price,  blood  money  and 
services  were  often  paid  for  with  edible 
commodities.  In  Europe,  after  the  First 
and  Second  World  Wars,  food  and  luxury 
items  became  extremely  scarce  and 


cigarettes,  butter,  eggs  and  nylon 
stockings  replaced  currency.  A wrist 
watch  could  be  purchased  for  10  candy 
bars  and  a package  of  cigarettes;  a pair 
of  nylons  would  buy  haircuts  for  every 
member  of  a large  family. 

Candy:  White  traders  found  the  Eskimos 
were  so  fond  of  candy  that  gumdrops 
became  a regular  part  of  their  trade 
goods  and  were  accepted  in  part  payment 
for  furs,  ivory,  etc. 

Cheese:  In  some  parts  of  Russia,  during 
World  War  II,  cakes  of  compressed 
cheese  were  stamped  by  the  local 
government  officials  and  put  into 
circulation  as  money.  It  was  a more 
satisfactory  money  than  the  worthless 
paper  notes  then  current,  although  its 
circulation  stopped  abruptly  when 
someone  used  his  coins  to  satisfy  his 
appetite. 

Chocolate:  Another  form  of  currency 
that  circulated  even  in  modern  times  in 
the  districts  near  Campeche,  Mexico, 
were  round  discs  of  chocolate. 

Coconut:  On  the  Nicobar 
Islands,  two  coconuts  tied 
together  made  a “coin." 

Coconuts  and  pigs  formed 
the  bride  price,  fines  and 
general  barter  items. 

Large  items,  such  as 
canoes,  might  cost 
35,000  pairs. 

Pigs,  silver 
spoons,  beads, 
etc.  might  be 
exchanged, 
however, 
worth  was  always 
figured  in  pairs  of  coconuts. 


Cocoa:  In  Peru  the  Inca  government  had 
little  concept  of  money,  but  cocoa  leaves 
were  highly  valued  and  greatly 
distributed.  There  is  some  differences  of 
opinion  as  to  whether  cocoa  currency  was 
the  edible  type  or  a non-edible  species;  it 
is  likely  that  both  kinds  were  used, 
depending  on  the  area. 

Cocoa  Beans  were  used 
as  late  as  the  middle  of  the 
20th  century  in  remote 
sections  of  Mexico. 

To  the  Aztecs,  the  cocoa 
bean  was  money  and  more 
valuable  than  gold  or 
silver.  They  were 
convenient  to  handle, 
durable  and  had  food  value. 
Traveling  merchants  were  under  special 
protection  of  the  native  God  of  Cocoa.  The 
beans  were  passed  in  groups  of  20.  At 
one  time  a slave  could  be  purchased  with 
100  beans.  They  were  so  highly  valued 
that  they  were  even  counterfeited  by 
molding  bits  of  clay  to  resemble  the 
beans  and  varnishing  them  to  look 
authentic.  Some  unscrupulous  natives 
removed  part  of  the  kernel  and 
substituted  dirt  or  clay  to  restore  their 
normal  weight. 

Corn  Massachusetts  made  corn  legal 
tender  in  1631.  Connecticut  made  Indian 
corn  legal  tender  in  1642,  at  2 shillings 
per  bushel. 

Mulberries  were  used  as  currency  in 
Turkestan. 

Nuts  Almonds  passed  as  money  in  Asia 
in  the  Empire  of  the  Great  Mongul  - 46 
of  them  making  a copper  “peysa".  It  was 
impossible  for  small  children  to  eat  them 


because  they  were  so  bitter.  Some  years 
the  trees  did  not  bear  and  their  valued 
raised.  Bankers  knew  how  to  use  this  to 
their  advantage. 

Rice  was  used  in  Indo  China  as  “bride 
price”,  the  amount  varying  between  5 to 
60  basketfuls,  but  all  had  to  be  returned 
if  the  wife  left  within  the  year. 

In  Japan  rice  was  the  principal  food  of 
the  people,  the  most  important  medium  of 
exchange  and  served  as  the  standard  of 
value.  The  position  of  a lord  was 
estimated  by  rice-production,  which  his 
land  provided,  according  to  the  “koku", 
or  measures  of  rice. 


In  the  mountainous  interior  of  Luzon  in 
the  Philippians,  everything  was 
calculated  in  terms  of  bundles  of  rice. 

For  buying  large  items,  such  as  land, 
pigs  and  buffalo  were  the  media  of 
exchange,  but  all  were  valued  in  rice. 

Salt  has  been  used  as  money  in  many 
countries  since  ancient  times.  This 
mineral  is  a most  important  item  in  our 
diet.  It’s  not  only  a necessity  for  our 
health,  but  valued  as  a seasoning  for  our 
daily  meals.  Before  modern 
refrigeration,  salt  was  used  as  a 
preservative  for  foods  and  Indians  packed 
salt  in  quills-  their  length  and  size 
determined  their  value.  Salt  circulated 
in  Sumatra,  Mexico,  China,  Italy,  Tibet, 
India  and  Africa.  Even  in  modern  times 
in  some  parts  of  Africa,  blocks  of  salt 
were  used  as  money. 

The  Sankuru  Tribe  of 
the  African  Congo  used 
salt  brick  money. 

Natives  used  certain 
marsh  plants,  which 
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were  burned,  their  ashes  collected  and 
water  filtered  thru  them  into  bark 
troughs.  A slow  fire  evaporated  the 
water,  leaving  a pinkish  salt. 

In  a 1970  catalog,  Paul  Dillinger  had  a 
salt  basket  for  sale  from  the  Limba  tribe 
in  Sierra  Leone.  Dillinger  searched 
extensively  for  salt  basket  money  and 
learned  of  a source  where  they  could  still 
be  obtained.  Finally  he  secured  some  and 
hired  a carpenter  to  build  a crate  for 
shipment.  People  on  the  street  came 
around  and  told  how  in  years  past  they 
had  “bought”  their  wife  with  them.  The 
bride  usually  cost  10  baskets,  with  the 
father  returning  one  for  the  marriage 
feast. 

Soap  Saltwater  soap  cakes  sprinkled 
with  talcum  powder  and  wrapped  in 
tissue  squares  would  secure  services  for 
seamen  stationed  in  Asiatic  waters. 

Spoons  “Silver”  nickel  spoons  were 
accepted  as  a standard  of  value  and 
entered  into  important  trading 
transactions  in  the  Nicobar  Islands.  Soup 
ladles  were  valued  at  500  pair  of 
coconuts  These  were  amassed  as  wealth 
and  destroyed  at  death. 

Sugar  During  the  17th  century,  sugar 
replaced  tobacco  and  served  all  the  uses 
of  money  in  the  West  Indies.  Pounds  of 
sugar,  not  sterling,  balanced  accounts. 
Sugar  was  universally  accepted  in  taxes, 
wages,  rent,  fees,  fines,  legacies  and  in 
dowries. 


Tea  like  salt,  was 
an  imperial 
monopoly  and  tea 
bricks  were  used 
as  everyday 
currency  among 
traders  and 
travelers  in  China. 


A brick  of  tea  was  accepted  as  legal 
tender,  like  a silver  coin.  Workmen 
were  paid  in  bricks  weighing  2.5  pounds. 
For  ordinary  trading,  a sword  might  cost 
3 bricks;  a horse  20.  Only  superior  tea 
was  weighed  and  used  as  money...  the  rest 
was  traded  by  number  of  packets.  To 
enrich  the  color,  a little  soot  might  be 
added  to  the  poorer  quality  tea.  Tea  bricks 
manufactured  in  southern  China  was 
made  of  the  leaves  and  stalks  of  the  tea 
plant,  aromatic  herbs  and  ox  blood.  It 
was  sometimes  bound  together  with  yak 
dung. 

Brazilian  Guarana  Tea  money  is  a bitter 
tea  that  was  formed  into  jungle  animal 
shapes.  Because  it  had  a medicinal  value, 
it  was  in  demand  by  the  Indians  and 
readily  accepted  in  trade. 

Most  of  these  early  "kitchen  monies" 
were  perishable  and  eventually  spoiled, 
broke,  crumbled,  blew  away,  evaporated 
or  were  digested.  Man  took  a big  step 
forward  in  his  monetary  progress  when 
he  began  making  durable  monies  out  of 
metals. 


STAMP  COLLECTING  PUBLICATIONS 
FIND  NEW  HOME 

Stamp  Collector  and  Hie  Stanp 
Wholesaler  newspapers  was  acquired 
on  Jan.  2,  1996,  by  Krause 
Publications  of  Iola,  WI.  A 
contract  was  signed  in  November,  and 
the  transition  from  Capital 
Cities/ABC,  the  current  owner. 

"Krause  Publications  is  one  of 
the  most  respected  publishers  of 
hobby  publications  in  North 
America , " said  Jim  Mag ruder , current 
publisher  of  the  philatelic 
newspapers.  "I'm  particularly 
pleased  that  they  plan  not  only  to 
continue  publishing  STAMP  COLLECTOR 
and  THE  STAMP  WHOLESALER,  but  to  use 
their  large  data  bases  from  other 
bases  from  other  collectible  hobbies 
to  attract  new  collectors  to  the 
stanp  field." 

For  more  information,  call  Arlyn 
Sieber,  Krause  Publications,  (1- 
715-445-2214,  ext.  250. 

************************************ 
RECYCLE  YOUR  COMPUTERS 

In  1995,  an  estimated  80 
million  personal  computers  will  be 
tossed  out  in  the  United  States. 

Unfortunately,  about  75  percent 
of  them  will  end  up  in  landfills, 
but  the  number  of  computers  being 
disassembled  and  recycled  for  their 
still-valuable  chips  and  the 
industrial  metals  inside  is 
increasing. 


In  fact,  a typical  personal 
computer  can  yield  about  $12  to  $15 
in  valuable  metals  including  about 
$2  to  $4  worth  of  gold  which  can  be 
extracted  and  then  used  in  new 
products  - even  computers. 

According  to  the  Electronics 
Industry  Association,  the  volume  of 
electrical  material  from  computers 
which  is  recycled  is  increasing  at 
about  20  to  25%  yearly.  This  figure 
should  increase  as  the  number  of 
computers  being  sold  worldwide  is 
increasing  at  about  20  to  30%  yearly 
with  23  million  new  computers  sold 
in  1995  in  the  United  States  alone. 

Fortunately,  more  new  computers 
can  mean  more  recycling. 

"About  10%  of  a computer's 
components  can  be  taken  out  and  used 
again."  says  Jim  Cowart,  Chief 
Executive  Officer  of  Irvine, 
California-based  Aurora  Electronics, 
a recycler.  These  include  seme 
chips  and  various  connectors.  Seme 
other  parts  especially  the  printed 
circuit  boards  can  be  melted  down 
and  the  metals  separated  out  for 
reuse. 

Right  new,  PC's  are  a small 
part  of  the  recycling  market,  but  we 
think  it  will  increase. 

Jan/Feb  1996  GOLD  NEWS 
************************************ 

DUES  FOR  1996  $5. 


************************************ 


COIN  OF  TOE  YEAR 


A British  50-pence  coin 
ccximemorating  the  Allied  invasion  of 
Normandy  has  been  named  Coin  of  the 
Year  for  1996  for  issues  dated  1994 
in  competition  sponsored  by  WORLD 
COIN  NEWS. 

The  biweekly  hobby  newspaper  has 
been  sponsoring  the  award  for  the 
past  13  years  to  encourage 
excellence  in  coin  design. 

The  winner  is  a 50-pence  copper 
nickel  that  depicts  war  planes  and 
ships  on  the  reverse.  TOe  obverse 
depicts  Queen  Elizabeth  II  and  also 
gives  the  date.  TOe  reverse  gives 
the  denomination. 

************************************ 

17th— CENTORY  WORLD-COIN  STANDARD 
CATALOG  IS  NOW  AVAILABLE  FROM  KRAUSE 

Krause  Publications  has  filled  a 
void  among  reference  works  on  17th 
century  world  coins  by  publishing 
its  first  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD 
COINS,  17th  CENTORY  EDITION. 

Information  on  17th  century  world 
coins  previously  was  scattered  among 
many  different  reference  books 
specializing  in  a particular  country 
or  region.  With  the  publication  of 
the  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORID  COINS, 
17th  CENTORY  EDITION,  this 
information  is  now  available  in  one 
volume  that's  economical  to  own  and 
easy  to  use. 


This  new  presentation  of  17th 
century  world  coins  represents  a 
combination  of  20  years  of  research, 
data  accumulation,  photography,  and 
persistence  in  providing  a single, 
comprehensive  catalog  to  which 
collectors  can  turn.  As  a result, 
STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS, 
17th  CENTORY  EDITION  is  the  nost 
complete  book  in  the  English 
language  dedicated  to  coins  minted 
in  the  17th  century. 

TOis  catalog  features  new  and 
complete  coverage/current  pricing  of 
coins  of  the  Holy  Reman  Empire  and 
all  issuers  loyal  to  that  throne; 
German  states  and  city  coinage ; 
coins  of  England,  France,  and  the 
Papal  states ; Spanish  Netherlands , 
Spanish  Colonial,  and  Italian  states 
coinage;  and  coins  frem  China, 
Denmark,  Sweden , and  Poland. 

TOis  book  can  be  purchased  frem 
hobby  book  dealers  or  directly  from 
Krause's  for  $65.00  plus  $3.25  for 
shipping  for  the  first  book  and  $2 
for  each  additional  book. 

Write  Krause  Publications,  Book 
department  PWR2 , 700  E.  State  St., 
Iola,  WI  54990-0001.  Charge  card 
customers  can  order  toll  free:  1- 
800-258-0929. 

NOW  MQm 
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krause 
publications 

700  East  State  Street 
Iola,  WI  54990 

Phone  715-445-2214 
FAX  715-445-4087 


/£>" 

Join  Us 

Membership  Application 

No. Date 

Business  Name  


Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

[ ] Regular  Member-$5 

I am  applying  for  membership  for 
the  first  time.  Enclosed  is  $5  to 
cover  my  dues. 

[ ] Reinstate  Membership-$5 

I would  like  to  reinstate  my 
membership.  Enclosed  is  S5 
My  original  No.  was 

[ ] Coin  Club  Membership-$5 

My  Club  would  like  to  join  or 
reinstate  membership  in  NOW. 

Club  Name 


Address 

Numismatic  Organizations 

I currently  hold  memberships  in  the 
following  Numismatic  organizations: 

Send  Application  and  Dues  to: 
NOW  Secretary/Treasurer 
Ron  Calkins 
P.  O.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 


Contract  Rates 

Business  card $ 20 

One-quarter  page $ 35 

One-half  page $ 60 

One-page $100 

lnside&  back  cover..  $125 
Single  Issue  Rates 

Business  card $ 6 

One-quarter  page....  $ 10 

One-half  page $ 18 

One-page $ 30 


Contracts 

Available  for  four  issues  per  year,  on  a first 
come  first-serve-basis.  If  new  copy  has  not 
been  submitted  by  the  deadline,  the  previous 
ad  will  be  repeated. 

Deadline 

Copy  must  be  received  as  follows:  March 
issue,  Feb  1;  June  Issue,  May  1;  September 
issue,  August  1;  December  Issue,  Nov.1 
Mechanical  Requirements 
Full  page,  7-3/4"  X 6-1/4";  half  page  may 
be  vertical  or  horizontal.  Single  column 
width,  3".  All  rates  are  for  camera  ready 
copy.  Advertisements  submitted  not  camera 
ready  will  be  charged  an  additional  $5  for 
1/4  page  ads  and  $10  for  1/2  & 1 page  ads. 
Other  Requirements 
No  mail  bid  sale  listings,  no  ads  offering 
layaways  and  no  ads  from  minors  will  be 
accepted.  Ads  must  have  numismatic 
significance.  Because  of  advance  deadlines, 
prices  stated  in  ads  may  be  subject  to 
change.  The  editor  reserves  the  right  to 
reject  all  ads. 

Advertisers  please  note 

Correspondence  and  checks  should  be  sent  to 
Peter  Phillips, 

3329  Wells  Ave., 

Madison,  Wl  53714. 

Make  remittances  payable  to  Numismatists 
of  Wisconsin. 


Cash  for  your  Cash 


Wisconsin  National  Bank  Notes 


C.  Keith  Edison 
(715)  926-5001 
P.  O.  Box  26 

Mondovi,  Wisconsin  54755 


BIG  BUYER 

For  nearly  20  years,  AVENUE  COINS  & JEWELRY  of  Appleton 
has  been  buying  coins  and  jewelry  from  thousands  of  people  all 
across  the  Midwest.  We  pay  STRONG  PRICES  and  have  a line 
reputation  for  FAIR  DEALING.  Please  stoo  in  or  call  when  thinking 
of  selling  your  coins  or  jewelry  for  a confidential  consultation. 
We  will  travel  to  buy  your  valuables. 

AVENUE  COINS  & JEWELRY  1-800-783-2640 

303  E.  College  A ve.  414-731-4740 

Appleton,  W I 5491 1 Mon.  - Saturday 

Bob  Worachek  - Joe  Pankratz  - Larry  Rlckert 


Wisconsin 
Civil  War  Tokens 

A complete  revision  of  Fuld,  with  over  1000  pho- 
tographs, new  rarity  guide,  historical  articles, 
prices,  more!  Only  $20  postpaid.  By  Rich  Hartzog. 

Rich  Hartzog  World  Exonumia  Press 
POB  4143BOT,  Rockford  IL  61 1 10-0643 


AMATEUR  HISTORIAN  - FREE  LANCE  WRITER 
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1921  CHASE  STREET 

WISCONSIN  RAPIDS.  WISCONSIN  54494 


COLLECTOR  OF  TOKENS  OF  WISCONSIN 


James  'H.  ‘Medd 
To  fat  Collector 
1136  ‘Marfa  15 
‘Paris,  1%  3 8242 
901-644-9292 


Sign  up  a Friend 
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EAU  CLAIRE,  WI  - APRIL  14,  1996 

Chippewa  Valley  Coin  Show.  Ramada  Inn  (Old  Gateway  Hotel  & Old  Holiday  Inn 
building),  1202  W.  Clairemont  Ave.  Time:  9:30-4:30.  Chairman:  LeRoy 

Crowell,  Box  1591,  Eau  Claire,  WI  54702. 

MADISON,  WI  - ARPIL  14,  1996 

Madison  Coin  Club's  64th  Anniversary  Coin  Show.  Holiday  Inn  West,  1313  John 
Q.  Hammons  Drive,  Middleton,  WI  53562-3500.  Chairman:  Kevin  Doyle,  5 N. 
Western  Avenue,  Deerfield,  WI  53531. 

MILWAUKEE,  WI  - APRIL  19-21,  1996 

South  Shores  Coin  Club's  33rd  Annual  Coin  Show.  MECCA  Convention  Center, 
6th  and  Kilboum.  Chairman:  Bob  Korosec,  8307  W.  Becher  Street,  West  Allis, 
WI  53219. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MISSOURI  - APRIL  25-28,  1996 

Central  States  Convention.  Bartle  Hall,  Kansas  City  Marriott  Hotel, 
downtown.  Chairman:  Ralph  Hardman  (1-913-649-5633. 

WAUKESHA,  WI  - MAY  5,  1996 

Waukesha  Coin  Club  Collectibles  and  Coin  Show.  Expo  Arena,  1200  Northview 
Road.  Chairman:  Tcm  Snyder,  801  Northview  Road,  Waukesha,  WI  53188. 

RICE  LAKE,  WI  - JUNE  9,  1996 

Barron  County  Coin  Club.  Senior  Citizen's  Center,  12  W.  Humbird  Street. 
Time:  9-4.  Chairman:  Sue  Peterson,  119  E.  Freeman  St.,  Rice  Lake,  WI  54868. 

MILWAUKEE,  WI  - JUNE  27-30,  1996 

MidAmerica  - MECCA  Convention  Center,  6th  & Kilboum.  Chairman:  Kevin 

Foley,  P.0.  Box  573,  Milwaukee,  WI  53201. 


ROCKFORD,  IL  - SEPTEMBER  22,  1996 

Rockford  Coin  Club's  80th  Semi  Annual  Show.  The  Ho  liman  House,  7550  E. 
State  street,  Rockford,  IL.  (Business  20  off  1-90).  Chairman:  Ralph 
Winquest,  1004  C Street,  Rockford,  IL  61107. 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

The  objective  if  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  is  to 
encourage  and  promote  interest  in  numismatists,  to 
cultivate  friendly  relations  between  Wisconsin  coin 
collectors  and  Wisconsin  coin  clubs,  and  to  encourage  and 
assist  new  numismatic  hobbyists.  All  resources  of  the 
organization  shall  be  used  to  further  these  objectives. 


President: 

Vice  President: 

Secretary/Treasure: 

Editor: 

Past  President: 


Tom  Fruit 
Michael  Tramte 
Ron  Calkins 
Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
Fred  Borgmann 


Board  of  Governors 


Dick  Anderson 
Ron  Calkins 
Peter  Phillips 
Robert  VanRyzin 


Bill  Brandimore 
Tom  Casper 
Rollie  Finner 
Mike  Schiller 


Lee  Hartz 
Bob  Korosec 
Randy  Miller 
Nancy  Wilson 


Have  Information,  a 

Problem  or  a 

Question? 

NOW  News 

Coin  Show  calendar  listings 
Letters  to  the  Editor,  articles,  club  news 
Advertising,  rates,  billing,  ad  deadlines 
Future  NOW  convention  bids 

Contact 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
Ruth  Ann  Phillips 

MembershiD 

New  Member  applications 
Dues  payment,  Membership  cards 
Failure  to  receive  NOW  News 

Ron  Calkins 
Ron  Calkins 
Ron  Calkins 

Editor: 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
3329  Wells  Avenue 
Madison,  Wl  53714 

Secretary/Treasurer: 

NOW  News 
P.O.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 

BUYING!!! 

Estates 

Collections 

(none  to  large  or 
to  small) 

We  buy  & Sell 

U.S.  & Foreign 
Currency 
Coin 
Stamps 
Jewelry 
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Send  us  your  want  list.  If  we  don’t  have  it  we  will  do 
our  best  to  find  it. 


WANTED: 

Members  for  our  new  Oshkosh  coin  club.  If  interested 
please  contact  us  at  the  address  in  the  coin. 

We  want  our  club  to  be  a place  to  learn.  Whether  you 
know  absolutely  nothing  about  coins  or  you  know  a 
great  deal,  WE  WANT  YOU! 

Children  and  adults  welcome! ! ! ! ! ! 

Contact  us  at  Vintage  Coin  2211k  Oregon  St.  Oshkosh,  WI  54901 
or  call  us  at  (414)235-8808. 
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PON  CALKINS 
BOX  155 

MAZQMANIE,  WI  53560 

ADDRESS  CORRECTION  REQUESTED 


BULK  RATE 
U.S.  POSTAGE 
PAID 

MADISON,  WI 
PERMIT  NO.  2348 


IS  BUYING! 


s We  Buy  Everything  In  Coins  c 

^ • Gold*  Silver ‘Copper*  Raw*  Certified  ® 

T ‘Silver  Dollar  Bags,  Rolls  & Singles  l 

E Proof  & Mint  State  Type  E 

s c 

All  U.S.  Gold,  Especially  Better  Dates  T 

& Guaranteed  Highest  Cash  Prices  For  Your  Coins  I 
Honesty  • Ronald  R.  Drzewucki,  Jr.  • Reputation  O 
s Call  Today  314-994-7525  Or  Write  N 

® SHIP  WITH  CONFIDENCE  OR  WE  WILL  MAKE  s 
S ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  US  TO  SEE  YOU. 

Ship  Or  St.  Louis  R.C.,  P.O.  Box  411511,  Dept.  NW 
Write  St.  Louis,  MO  63141 
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